
Kentucky’s Outdoor Classroom 
August 2017 

Homeplace Fall Festival Set for September 9 
The Homeplace on Green River Fall Heritage Festival is back and so are many of the 
activities, exhibits, demonstrations, artists, crafters and food vendors. The festival, Sep-
tember 9, will again feature hay rides, barrel train and oxen wagon rides, pioneer reen-
actors, petting farm, raptor exhibit featuring eagles, hawks, owls and other large birds. 
There will be lots of food and arts and crafts vendors and a kiddie hay maze made from 
more than 500 bales.  Live music will be featured all day in the newly restored 1860s 
bank barn and will feature The Exie boys, The Foster Children, Renetta and Friends and 
the Carousel Stampede.  The activities will begin at 10:00 
and end at 5:00 EDT.  There will also be an SPCA spon-

sored dog show again this year.    

This is the tenth year for the festival and it has grown every year.  The only cost 
is a $10 parking fee per vehicle and any purchases from food vendors or artists 
and crafters.  There will be face painting, supervised activities for young chil-
dren, blacksmiths, butter making and many other exhibits and demonstrations.   

If you are an artist or crafter and would like to set up a booth at the festival con-
tact Anita Rees at acy12000@earthlink.net or call (270) 378-6832.  Only origi-
nal work will be sold.  No second party items. 
 

mailto:acy12000@earthlink.net


Heated discussions at 
summer board meeting 
There was not much that was cool about the 
Homeplace annual summer board meeting.  Ex-
cept the Mayfield ice cream if you ate it quickly. 

But there were several hundred people who braved 
the record heat for the farm’s first fish fry and the 
sweet tones of singer Leah Hayes  accompanied 
by Summer Sebastian on guitar.   

The annual board meeting that followed was high-
lighted by a talk by landscape architect Darren 
Henson who has been involved at Homeplace for 
several years designing and working on the new 
trail system and helping design and complete the 
Homeplace landscape.  Darren talked about the 
trails and development of an additional “agrarian 
trail” that is being developed at Homeplace. That 
trail will traverse various agricultural landscapes 
and help acquaint young and old with some of the 

newer techniques that encourage sustainable agri-
culture.  Work will begin on it this summer. 

Homeplace Board Vice President Mike Caldwell 
brought board members up to date on plans for the 
remainder of 2017 including additional renovation 
on the house and continuation of the outdoor 
classroom experience for area grade schoolers.  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 A good crowd braved record heat to listen to Leah Hayes 
sing with Summer Sebastian on guitar at the April fish fry 
and annual board meeting.  

 
Let’s Join to save our heritage  

Homeplace’s mission is to encourage and promote a better appreciation and understanding of our need to protect our agricultural 
heritage. Homeplace is a non-profit organization that depends almost entirely on volunteers.  We have grown significantly, if some-
times slowly, since first incorporated in September 2001. Our growth has been dependent upon volunteers and dollars.  Won’t you 
join us in keeping Homeplace moving on the rapid pace it’s been experiencing in the past three or four years?    

Specifically here are a few areas where you can help. 

1. Helping maintain the landscape at Homeplace. We have several small flower gardens and are constructing a butterfly garden 
using native Kentucky plants.  This will be pretty much a do-it-when-you-can effort.  We do not have any particular schedule 
for landscape maintenance.  And often you can work whenever you would like.  

2. In the past four years we have had three or four weddings a year at Homeplace. There is a growing interest in rustic wedding 
sites, and Homeplace has facilities to provide a rustic wedding. We need someone to help  our events coordinator, Suzanne 
Ince, assure that the weddings at Homeplace meet high standards.   

3. We always need volunteers to help us keep our buildings and grounds in proper repair and condition. If you are interested in 
helping with this let us know specifically what your interest/skills are and if we need those interests and skill we can give you a 
call and see if you are available to help. 

4. Homeplace is Kentucky’s outdoor classroom, and we have an active program that caters to grade school children who  come to 
Homeplace by the bus load.  We can always use volunteers to help them learn about the great outdoors and keep them  busy.  We 
prepare lesson plans for those visits (and welcome any suggestions you may  have to develop those lesson plans.)    



Historic bank barn Key to early farm 
The bank barn at Homeplace is probably the earliest 
agricultural structure still standing at the farm.  It is  
constructed of heavy timber frame mortise and tenon 
construction typical of the mid-19th century, and sits 
on four rows of six sawn timbers set on either rock or 
poured concrete footers.  The heavily braced timber 
frame reflects the regional tradition of mid-Atlantic 
farming practices and construction suggests a con-
struction date around the 1850s or 1860s, although the 
lack of square nails suggests it may have been built 
even earlier.  It’s approximately 58 feet long and 32 
feet wide, with a gable roof.  The design of the barn 
allowed dual use giving vehicles access to the main 
level while simultaneously keeping animals on the 
lower level. 

The 1914 silo is the oldest and smallest of the three 
silos on the farm, and was accessible via ladder inside 
the barn.  It’s constructed of poured concrete and is 
topped by a conical metal roof. Use of the silo ended 
in the 1980s because it was simply too difficult to load 
and unload. 

The barn has been renovated over the past three years 
and will serve as both a performing arts venue and for 
other group activities.  Plans are underway to bring 
musicians and actors to Homeplace for performances 
regularly. It’s already been  used for live music per-
formances at the spring festival in April and July’s 
fish fry and annual summer board meeting.  It will al-
so play a key role in upcoming Fall Heritage Festival 
September 9.  

 

    

The top photo was taken in April,  2007 when sever-
al volunteers began work to restore the bank barn 
by cleaning out a 12” to 18” layer of hay on the barn 
floor.  Continued progress was slow, limited by a 
lack of funding and higher priorities. 

The bottom photo was taken 10 years later in April 
2017 during this year’s spring festival.  The photos 
were taken from the same spot in the barn. 

Selfies rule at  Homeplace fall fest 
All you will need is yourself and your smart phone to enter the fall festi-
val selfie contest.  There will be prizes for the best selfies.  Take a selfie 
at the festival, either solo or with friends. The best three photos will re-
ceive Dollar General gift cards.  The judges will be looking for how your 
photos promote Homeplace and the festival as well as creativity in posing 
and what is included in the photo.  Limit three photos per photographer 
and only one prize per person. Title your photos and send them to kol-
bensc@gmail.com. Please include your name and a phone number.          If Mona can take a master selfie, you can. 



 

Homer is the unofficial 
Homeplace greeter.  He was 
born for the 2012 fall festival 
and has been resident here 
and there since that time.  
His latest gig was at this 
year’s spring  festival where 
he maintained his usual sto-
ic,  unblinking commitment 
to Homeplace.  He will be 
doing the same at the Sep-
tember 9 fall festival. 

Homer was feeling left out 
so we put him charge of this 
short and varied list of items 
that will appear in each edi-
tion of the HP Newsletter. 
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Homer’s Short List 
Thanks to: 

• Mary Knight for herding the Homeplace board so we could sell a     
record number of advertisements for the fall festival program and for 
arranging the printing and distribution of the posters and flyers for 
the festival.  And for always being ready to step in wherever needed. 

• Anita Rees for gathering all of the artists and crafters, food vendors 
and helping schedule the exhibitors for the festival, and Anita and  
Mark for placing all of the roadside signs. And to Anita for being our 
keeper of the HP Facebook page. 

• Chris Anderson for providing and operating the sound equipment for 
the spring festival and fish fry. Chris will be doing the same for the fall 
festival. 

• Smokin’ Joe Creason for withstanding the record heat to cook the fish 
for the fish fry. 

• Jerry Holt for his help with our cantankerous  computer and its vari-
ous operators to keep us on-line at least most of the time. 

• Marsha  Benningfield for her help with preparing and mailing corre-
spondence to our board and serving as the on-scene money-manager at 
our festivals. 

• Patricia Cox taking on the job of coordinating and planning the restart 
of our Friends of Homeplace organization. (Memberships will be avail-
able at the fall festival.) 

•  The men from The Healing Place who have graciously and effectively 
put many hours in at Homeplace doing a variety of tasks.  

• All of the exhibitors, demonstrators, vendors and arts and crafters 
who make the festivals at Homeplace possible. 

•  The members of the Homeplace Executive Committee who carry the 
majority of burden for both planning and executing the activities at 
Homeplace. 

• Homer asks for forbearance from those whose names he has inadvert-
ently left off this list. 

Learn more about Homeplace at out Web page, www.homeplacefarmky.org and/or on our Fa-
cebook page at Homeplace on Green River Kentucky.  You can help increase our following 
by “liking” us on our page.   

If you no longer wish to receive the Homeplace Newsletter, or would like to add someone to 
our distribution list, just respond to this e-mail.  We appreciate your support. 


